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ABSTRACT 
In the 5.0 era, we can learn through social media, one of it is Instagram. Through 
Instagram students are able to use social media to learn anything, including English. 
There are many sources and materials as well as tutors who can help students to learn 
like Aaron O'Brien's Instagram account (@aarons.english). This is a qualitative study 
with descriptive method. Observation and interview were used to find students' 
opinions of Aaron English's Instagram account. The sixth semester students of English 
Education at As-syafi'iyah Islamic University Jakarta who are following @aaron.english 
become participants of this study. The result shown that they like @aaron.english as a 
medium for learning English since it has a good and fun way presented in every video. 
Based on the findings of the interview above, it can be concluded that students enjoy 
watching content from Aaron English's Instagram account. Further, it can help students 
improve their English knowledge. After watching the videos, they believe that English 
learning materials are easy to understand and help them in learning English as a foreign 
language. 
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INTRODUCTION 
According to Tamrin & Yanti, (2019) English is the language that has the most 

speakers, otherwise known as the lingua franca. In this 5.0 era, the importance of English is 
undeniable and neglected because English is the most commonly spoken language in the 
world. Thus, English is a useful language and even needs to be known because if we can 
master English, it will be easier for us to communicate with almost everyone in the world 
and with that we can build networks with people in this world (Sri Handayani, 2016). 
Learning English is important and people all over the world decide to learn it as a second 
language or as a foreign language. English is the language of science, aviation, computers, 
diplomacy and tourism. (Ilyosovna, NA 2020, p. 22-24). 

The internet has changed the way people communicate, conduct research, and make 
it easier for everyone to access the learning process. Previously someone had to go in and 
out of the library to look for information or study materials, now someone only needs an 
internet network to access any information whenever needed. The rapid development of 
technology is directly proportional to the development of social media. This has an impact 
on the learning process of students in the classroom. According to McGraw-Hill, President 

https://www.elitejournal.org/index.php/ELITE
http://issn.pdii.lipi.go.id/issn.cgi?daftar&1500185489&1&&
http://issn.pdii.lipi.go.id/issn.cgi?daftar&1500185876&1&&
mailto:rachahafiezh@gmail.com


 

Available online at https://www.elitejournal.org/index.php/ELITE 
276 

 

of Higher Education, learning effectively – and with the right types of technology – is one 
of the best ways to ensure students succeed in the classroom, and student focus is key 
(Belardi, 2013). 

Social media is an alternative learning media. In academia, social networking sites 
(SNS) are considered very useful in language learning because their community-centered 
designs support the spread of native languages and encourage interactions that occur outside 
the classroom. The popularity of social media has a huge impact on students. One of the 
popular social media is Instagram. Students spend more of their time using Instagram 
through their smartphones. Therefore, this can be adapted by teachers or educators to 
develop certain activities that use social media, especially Instagram in language learning. 
Teachers or educators can actively use Instagram to stay connected with students (Zhang, 
2013). The use of social media as a learning medium has supported a classical theory on social 
learning theory.  

Instagram is a social media that has various features, so users can share photos and 
videos with other users. Currently, the number of Instagram users is more than 200 million 
and more than 20 billion photos have been shared (Ting, 2014). Ideally, students can use 
social media to learn anything, including English. Because there are many sources and 
learning materials as well as tutors who can help students to learn it. One of them is Aaron 
O'Brien's Instagram account (@aarons.english). There are various videos that can help 
students to improve their English skills, such as vocabulary, pronunciation, sentences, and 
other tips and tricks. 

Aaron O'Brien or Aaron English was born in Melbourne, Australia. He is a renowned 
and fun English teacher who currently teaches thousands of students on a regular basis from 
kindergarten to adult level. Aaron also enjoys working with other English teachers in 
seminars and workshops where he collaborates with various communities and institutions to 
implement innovative teaching methodologies and practices across Indonesia. A passionate 
entrepreneur, Aaron has set up his own English course which is one of the fastest growing 
in Indonesia. Aaron also has his own English learning platform on Instagram that is 
@aarons.english, which has over 192,000 organic followers in just 10 months.  

Whereas in this century many students use social media only for entertainment that 
can make them laugh, sad and angry. Some students preferred over opening websites or 
watching useful videos which can improve self-skills and self-quality. Some use it as a 
medium to convey information, obtain entertainment, promote products, simply convey 
daily activities by uploading pictures and videos, even just to pour out users' hearts on social 
media accounts.  The negative impact of social media activities, including those that can 
trigger crime, wasting time productive for daily activities such as updating status for students 
can interfere with the learning process (Sriwahyuni, 2019, p. 54-63). 

The factor why students don't use Instagram for learning is weak student motivation 
(Cahyani, 2020, p. 123-140). Besides, being strengthened by the opinion of several high 
school teachers, that the learning motivation of high school students has indeed decreased 
during this pandemic situation. Students assume that learning is only in schools and learning 
institutions, whereas currently learning can be done using smartphones and can be done 
anywhere. Another factor is the lack of knowledge about websites, or other learning 
resources on the internet or social media. According to Fujiawati (2021), utilization of social 
media to attract students’ interest in learning is not yet used by many teachers. A lot of 
students know about Instagram only as an entertainment medium, even though there are lots 
of useful accounts for learning English and others. 

There are many possibilities that students' ability to communicate in English is weak, 
but Aisha Bibi (2002:2) states that one of the main reasons for learning English grammar is 
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not considered too important. Even though it is still considered important, English grammar 
is still taught separately and sufficient training is not given in an integrated manner with the 
four language skills (speaking, listening, writing, and listening). In addition to being guided 
by the principles of foreign languages in general, in learning English one must know receptive 
skills and productive skills. According to Iskandar (2012) receptive skills include listening 
skills and reading skills while productive skills include speaking and writing skills. Both 
receptive skills and productive skills need to be developed in the process of developing 
English language learning. Another thing that is not less important is the problem of speech 
or pronunciation and intonation, in English intonation has a very important role in 
communicating. 

Based on the pre-observation on @aaron.english Instagram account, it can be seen 
that followers can apply speaking and pronunciation skills by repeating and imitating what 
Aaron said in the video. Vocabulary can be applied by memorizing foreign vocabulary 
mentioned in the video. Writing skills can be applied by answering the quiz on the video in 
the comment’s column. Reading skills can be applied by reading the caption column and 
comments and writing in the video. Listening skills can be applied by listening to what Aaron 
has to say in the video. We can apply our speaking and pronunciation skills by repeating and 
imitating what Aaron said in the video. Vocabulary can be applied by memorizing foreign 
vocabulary mentioned in the video. Writing skills can be applied by answering the quiz on 
the video in the comment’s column. 

Regarding the explanation of social media and Instagram above, the authors found 
reasons that could be considered for making Instagram a learning medium based on research 
from Bexbeti, (2014, p. 90-94); (1) supports teaching for lifelong learning, instagram can be 
used by every level of education, (2) instagram authorizes students to create their own digital 
content and publish it online, besides that it can stimulate student and educator activities in 
teaching, (3) Instagram enables collaboration between students and educators on specific 
projects or assignments for learning purposes. Thus, this paper would like to answer these 
following questions. 
Research question 
1. How do the students perception on the aarons.english’s Instagram account? 
2. What are the benefits of the aarons.english’s Instagram account to help students learn 

English? 
Research purposes 
The aims of this research are: 
1. To describe the students’ perception on the aaron.english Instagram account. 
2. To find out the advantages of the aaron.english’s Instagram account. 
 
METHOD 
  This research was conducted using a qualitative descriptive method. The complexity 
of human thought and action is explored in qualitative research (Gray, 2017, p. 34). 
Qualitative research produces descriptive data from the observed research topic, such as 
sound, action, or writing (Hadi, 2017, p. 74). This research is focused on a very specific 
interest, the researcher uses a case study. This study aims at the element of interaction with 
context. The object of this research are several other participants. The participants are five 
sixth semester students of English education at As-syafi'iyah Islamic University Jakarta who 
actively use Instagram and follow Aaron English on Instagram and often watch and learn 
from this account. This research was conducted on 27 June 2022 at the As-Syafi'iyah Islamic 
University, Jakarta. 
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  This study focuses on students' opinions and the benefits of Aaron English's 
Instagram accounts in helping them learn English. The data collection technique that the 
authors use were through observation and interview. According to Miles and Huberman in 
(Alhojailan & Ibrahim, 2012, p. 12) data analysis consists of data collection, data reduction, 
data presentation and conclusion drawing. 
 
1. Data collection 

 Data collection is the first step in data analysis. Observations and interviews were used 
to obtain raw data. Such as the results of observations, interview transcripts, and video 
recordings of student narration after watching content from Aaron English's Instagram 
account to learn English.  

 
2. Data Reduction 
  The next step in data analysis of this research is data reduction. This act of selecting, 

categorizing, and summarizing the items that the authors believe is valuable and 
pertinent to this investigation is known as data reduction. Data reduction for the author 
includes the categorization of data and information obtained during the early stages of 
data analysis. The author will condense the data and focus on subjects related to the 
impression of students of the English Education Study Program on learning English by 
watching content from Aaron English's Instagram. The purpose of data reduction is to 
make it easier for the author to analyze the data and proceed to the next step. 

 
3.     Data Display 
 Elaboration of data resulting from the results of data reduction and presented in a 

narrative form is known as data display. The data is structured precisely, in detail, and 
clearly in the data view, so that it is easy to understand what is being examined. The 
results of observation and interview data reduction are included in the data display. The 
data or information will then be briefly summarized to provide an overview of all 
information about the perceptions of students of the English Education Study Program 
towards learning to speak by viewing Aaron English's Instagram account. 

  
4.    Conclusion Image 
  The stage of drawing conclusions from the data analysis technique of this study is the 

last stage. In descriptive qualitative research, conclusions are new findings that have 
never been observed before. Findings can be descriptions of previously dull or dark 
objects that become visible after investigation, causal relationships or interactions, 
hypotheses, or theories. The author looks for meaning and makes arguments based on 
the material obtained and processed previously in data processing. This conclusion was 
also tested during the research to ensure that the findings were correct and valid, and 
that this research could answer the research problem formulation of the English 
Education Study Program students' perspective on watching Aaron English's Instagram 
account as an English learning medium. Observing Aaron English' s Instagram account 
and then reviewing the entire account and then documenting it as evidence. The next 
way is an interview. The author interviewed the participants about their views on 
whether an Aaron English account could help them to learn English or not. 

 
FINDING 
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  Based on the results of interviews, it is found that social media can be used as a learning 
medium, including learning English. Because on Instagram, there are many content creators 
who create educational content related to English, both in the form of photos and videos. 
Further, it is believed that learning English through Instagram really helps participants to 
gain new knowledge and repeat what they have learned on campus. They often say that "the 
material is simple" related to learning from Instagram. Indeed, the English learning materials 
available on Instagram are very simple because the features on Instagram are limited, unlike 
when learning in class in general. Educational content on Instagram is enjoyable since the 
time limitation on posting photos and videos.  It becomes a weakness and an advantage at 
the same time because the material being taught is straight to the point, without much ado. 
The summary of the participants opinion of @aaron.english can be seen through the 
following table. 

Participants’ Opinion 

1. It provides simple material. 

2. It is easy to be understood. 

3. The material provided is relevant to the daily life. 

4. It includes learning pronunciation, grammar, and speaking. 

5. It is suitable for beginner. 

6. The way of delivering material is unique.  

 
  After conducting interviews with the participants, the authors found several reasons for 
using Instagram as a medium for learning English. Three out of five participants often watch 
educational content through Instagram because the material is simple and easy to understand. 
The other two participants answered because the material provided was very relevant to 
everyday life, both in terms of sentences, vocabulary, and terms in English. In addition, the 
reason why one of them prefers to learn languages through Instagram is because from 
Instagram we can immediately get a lot of things, be it correct pronunciation, content about 
grammar, speaking skills by repeating words or sentences contained in the educational 
content. 
  In addition, it be said that Aaron English's Instagram account is very good to be used as 
a medium for learning English because the material is easy to understand even for people 
whose English skills are still beginners. Because Aaron is a native speaker, it is very good for 
learning correct pronunciation and also good for practicing listening skills. Aaron's way of 
delivering the material is also very unique. Aaron has lived in Indonesia for a long time, his 
master of the Indonesian language is good enough. Then Aaron delivered his material about 
English sentences by first mentioning a sentence in Indonesian, after that Aaron translated 
it into English so that it was easier for the audience to understand and the audience felt more 
related to the sentences so it was easier for the audience to put it into practice. Then three 
out of five participants said that they liked how Aarons put the writing in the video and they 
found it very helpful to understand the material presented by Aaron. 
 
Further, aaron.english Insragram account provide some benefits to his followers. It can be 
seen in the following table. 

Some benefits of @aaron.english account 

1. Gain new vocabulary. 

2. Improve pronunciation. 

3. Improve self-confident. 

4. Improve listening skills. 

5. Improve writing skills. 
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  Three out of five participants stated that the benefits they get after watching educational 
videos on Aaron English's Instagram are that their vocabulary and some English sentences 
that are commonly used daily increase, their pronunciation gets better and they become more 
confident to pronounce them, so their pronunciation increased although not significantly. 
Then, the remaining two answered about the benefits they got after watching videos on 
Aaron English's Instagram is that their listening skills improved because Aaron is a native 
speaker so his pronunciation when pronouncing words in English is very good and they pay 
close attention to Aaron's writing and pronunciation when mentioning word in English. 
Their writing skills were also trained through Aaron's content by answering questions asked 
by Aaron to the audience and then the audience answered them in the comment’s column.  
 Based on the findings of the interview above, it can be concluded that students enjoy 
watching Aaron English's Instagram account because it is interesting to watch and the lessons 
that Aaron conveys in each video are related, understandable, and fun. Students who use 
Aaron English's Instagram account like to repeat words or learn to pronounce vocabulary 
correctly and answer the questions Aaron gives in the comment’s column. As a result, 
students who use Aaron English's Instagram account find it easier to understand.  
  
DISCUSSION 

Learning English through Aaron English's Instagram account can be an effective way 
of learning in a short time because they focus on observing short video. Although the video 
content is very short, the information on it is very dense and to the point so that students 
can focus on watching and studying the video. In line with McGraw-Hil's opinion in the 
literature above, he stated that students' focus is a key Belardi, 2013). 

In addition, @aaron.english content it's unique because he tried to translate the 
sentences from Bahasa Indonesia into English. In order of content, he explains how to 
pronounce the word, explains how to use English words well, such as how to use on, at, and 
in, and so on. Aaron's delivery is very good so that students are interested in deepening the 
content or videos such as how Aaron asks questions and asks the audience to write the 
answers in the comment section. Aaron indirectly invites the audience to improve their 
writing skills. We can practice some English skills such as speaking, pronunciation, listening, 
writing and reading when we watch his contents on Instagram. The participants look interest 
to answer the question and explain their experience while they watch and learn from the 
content of Aaron English. It means that learning English through instragram is enjoyable 
(Bexbeti, 2014). Learning through Instagram accounts is indeed good and teachers should 
be able to use social media to help improve the quality of learning for students. This is in 
accordance with Zhang (2013) he stated that teachers or educators can actively use Instagram 
to stay connected with students. 

During the interview process, it is found that participants looked very enthusiastic 
and eager to answer the questions. This happened because they already felt the benefits of 
learning through Instagram. These participants proved not only to use Instagram as an 
entertainment medium but also to be used as an effective learning medium, which is short 
and concise so that students can focus on observing and taking knowledge from the 
educational content provided on Instagram, one of which is Aaron English's Instagram 
account. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Based on the findings and discussion, the conclusions are described below: 
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1. Aaron English's Instagram account can help students improve their English knowledge 
to help them learn English. Students like to watch videos on Aaron English's Instagram 
account to learn English more because the videos are very fun and Aaron's delivery is 
very impressive and doesn't get bored easily. After watching videos on Aaron English's 
Instagram account, they believe that English learning materials are easy to be understood 
and they can do it in their spare time. 

2. The advantages of @aaron.english account are; easy-to-understand pronunciation, good 
grammar, have a lot of vocabulary, speak fluently, speak confidently, improve their 
listening skills, help participants in writing.  

3.  Creative and innovative media for learning English is needed to attract students’ interest 
and motivation. The last but not least, that media must be able to help students improve 
their English competence because technology will continue to evolve.  
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